
 
Tashjian Bee and Pollinator Center at the Red Barn  

 
The Tashjian Bee and Pollinator Center Experience 
The Tashjian Bee and Pollinator Center will provide a 
powerful combination of interactive, highly visual 
exhibits and interpretation based on the latest research 
being conducted at the University of Minnesota. Visitors 
will learn about the intricate relationships between 
flowers and their pollinators, how pollination supports 
plant reproduction and helps to maintain diversity within 
species, the essential role of pollination in crop 
production, and more.  Visitors will find resources that 
will help them see how they can make a difference for 
pollinators right in their own yards. 
 
This new state-of-the-art facility will include both indoor and outdoor exhibits and a garden area 
with the capacity to support fieldtrip programs for children, adult classes, free drop-in weekend 
programs for families, and public festivals.  
 
Indoor exhibit Area – Will include 1,600 sq ft 
will divided into 6-8 zones. Exhibits are in 
development, but may include: a Blooming 
Meadow, close-up video of pollinators in action; 
Meet the Natives, case studies of selected wild 
bee species; Food for Thought, environmental 
issues affecting health of bees and other 
pollinators; Inside the Hive, case study of 
honeybee cooperative society; and Honey House, 
demonstration honey extraction area.   

Garden for Pollinators – Will be located 
immediately adjacent to the exhibits and include 
a formal entrance, pathway circulation system, garden beds, central gathering or patio area, 
teaching zone, interpretive displays, and signage. Gardens will follow bloom seasons to highlight 
the importance of providing food for pollinators for the entire growing season. Each planting 
zone will include top nectar and pollen producing perennials, shrubs, groundcovers and trees for 
that season. In addition, a demonstration planting of milkweed species will include interpretation 
on monarch butterflies, the monarch migration and the essential role that habitat requirements 
play en route for its success. 

Request to support the Tashjian Bee and Pollinator Center: 
• Hands-on classroom - $250,000  
• Working bee garden and pollinator wildflower meadow - $250,000 
• Infrastructure - $1,000,000 


